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Winners announced of
Royal Philharmonic Society [RPS] Music Awards
Presented in association with BBC Radio 3

At the start of 2008, Bimmiimgiham Opera's very existence looked in doubtith the threat of a grant cut by Arts
Council England. Now, the successful campaign toewerse the decision has been vindicated, with Graina Vick’s
groundbreaking company picking up a coveted RPS MitsAward for its stadium-productionLa Traviata

The RPS Music Awards, presented in association witBBC Radio 3, are the UK’s most prestigious awards$or
live classical music. Birmingham Opera triumpheid the Audience Developmentategory, one of fifteen awards
presented by Anm Numsay DEBE at a glittering awards ceremony atohdon’s Dorchester Hotel (7.30pm on
Thursday 15 May). _A special programme devoted tihe RPS Music Awards is broadcast orBBBCRAditicB3nn
Friday 16 May at 7pm.

Graham Sheffield, Chairman of the Royal PhilharmoniSociety comments:

“The nature of the ‘live’ music experience is suckhat the brilliance of the moment can so easily béost except
in the memory. This is just one reason why the RP$lusic Awards really matter. A flourishing live musiscene
provides the foundations for a more enduring recored legacy, and without these unrepeatable moments
of inspiration, our lives would all be the poorer. These awards set out to make a strong and unambigus
statement of genuine quality: at a time when vacus celebrity and instant stardom seem so highly vaéd,
where ‘outputs’ and ‘indicators’ are in danger of werriding the true value of artistic ambition, we d&lieve that
excellence, creativity and understanding must contie to set the standard.”

Welsh National Opera proved the night's big winnerwith composer James Meciiilleam picking up the Opera
and Music Theatre awardor The Sacrifice premiered by WNO in 2007, andWINNIDMéeox Welsh National Opera's
programme of new work beyond the main stage, scoamj the Education award for its ambitious environméa
operatic trilogyLand, Sky Sea

El Sistema, the extraordinary Venezuelan programraksocial action through music, dominated the evemy with
conducting sensation Gusttarm Mudiamed) music director designate of the IsoAngeles Philharmonic Orchestra
and conductor of the Simon Bolivar Orchestra on itsecent, ecstatically received, visit to the UK r&tving the
RPS Music Award for Young ArtistsJosé Antonio Abreu, the inspirational Venezuelan@wmist and composer
who in the early 1970s founded the National Systerof Children and Youth Orchestras of Venezuela (EliSema),
through which Dudamel — along with hundreds of th@aands of other Venezuelan children and young people
received his formative musical experience, accepted special award: _Honorary Membership of the Royal
Philharmonic Society Maestro Abreu is only the 123 recipient of the award since the election of CaMaria von
Weber in 1826. The evening’s keynote speakeDDRighard Holloway, Chair of the Joint Board of Sitish Arts
Council and Scottish Screen, and Chair of Sistema &tland, talked about the importance of play in cldhood.
The first Sistema project in Europe, Sistema Scothal launches in Raploch, Stirlingshire in June.

In the individual performance categories, bas3ohshmmiliimsam triumphed in the Singezategory as a last minute
replacement as Wotan in Keith Warner’'s production foThe Ring Cycle at the Royal Opera House. It is an
unprecedented third RPS Music Award for the singer.Pianist lmogen Cooper received the_ RPS Music Award
for Instrumentalistand English National Opera’s 33 year old Music Dictor Edward Gardner won the RPS Music
Award for Conductor. The people’s vote went to American sopranGisime Brewer, winner of the BBC Radio
3 Listeners Award voted for by the network’s listeners online andiar telephone. Roger Wright, Controller of
BBC Radio 3 comments:

"The RPS Music Awards continue to reflect an immeresbreadth and brilliance of music-making and are elarly
highly valued by artists and audiences alike. Chritne Brewer's live performances broadcast during 207 have
clearly been enjoyed by our listeners and she is thoroughly deserving winner."



The Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment picked uphe RPS Music Award for Ensemble marking the
“stunning delivery of a breadth of repertoire..ih its 21 birthday year.

One of the UK’s leading young composersTdmasAdés triumphed in the Large Scale Compositi category

for his orchestral workTevot which was co-commissioned by the Barbican and regived its UK premiere at the
hall, with the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, condted by Sir Simon Rattle. The German-based British
composer Rethecca Saumders scooped the Chamber Scale Composdn Award with the “ethereal, yet

elementally beautiful”Stirrings Still. The BBC's Classic Britizmmize, a notable three-part televisiodocumentary

on music in Britain in the last 60 years won the RP Music Award for Creative Communicationwith the jury

strongly urging broadcasters td‘ensure that the music of our time continues to belocumented for television so

that comparable footage of today’s musical world iavailable 60 years from now.”

Two of the UK’s most respected music institutions @are also recognised amongst the winnersiIMB P Rssien
Cove, which combines internationally established @sts with the brightest of emerging talent throughvorkshops,
tours and performances won theRPS Music Award for Chamber Musicin recognition of its“local reach and
national impact from Cornwallwhere it is based]to the Wigmore Hall. The ninth (and fina|RRIC&MVMénohbstaer
International Cello Festival was awarded the RPS Mic Award for Concert Series and Festivalsfor creating its
unique blend of excitement and intensity through avide-ranging programme which brought together the wrld's
finest cellists.”

Further press information from:
Sophie Cohen on 020 7428 9850 07711 551 787
sophiecohen@blueyonder.co.uk

RPS Music Award Winners and Citations

Audience Development
In partnership with Classic FM

Winner: Birmingham Opera Company: La Traviata

Citation: While welcoming a number of projects tackling augénce development issues through new media, the
jury felt that evidence of effective engagement wita growing public was most outstandingly demonstrized by
Birmingham Opera Company, whose two National IndooArena performances ofllaaTFaxiasaaattracted very
diverse audiences of close on 10,000, many new to pera, transforming pre-conceptions and attitudes ah
galvanising local support in the process.

BBC Radio 3 Listeners Award

Winner: Christine Brewer

Citation: The BBC Radio 3 Listeners Award goes to a singer wh a radiant voice and a wonderfully warm stage
personality. Listeners heard her in a solo recitalf Berg, Strauss, Britten and Daugherty from the \Wgmore Hall;
in Poulenc's Stabat Mater from the Edinburgh Festal and most notably, as an unforgettable Brunhildén the
Proms performance of Wagner's Gotterdammerung. Théward goes to the sopranoGhinissimecBsesveer

Chamber Music
Donated by David W Bowerman CBE

Winner: International Musicians Seminar Prussia @e

Citation: This award goes to an organisation that achievesdth a local reach and a national impact from
Cornwall to the Wigmore Hall. Combining internatiomlly established artists with the brightest of emejing talent,
through a unique combination of workshops, perforntraces and inventive programmingl M8SPRussisiaCouvetss
contribution to chamber music and its role in nurtting chamber musicians in 2007 were exemplary.



Chamber-scale Composition

Winner: Rebecca Saunders:Stirrings Still

Citation: Stirrings Still by Rebecca Saunders is a work of détereal but elemental beauty, creating an
intoxicating web of sound that is typical of this omposer’s investigation of the limits of instrumei possibility.
Stirrings Still also expands her compositional thiking, defining new kinds of musical relationships btween the
virtuosic players of the German ensemble musikFalk;i for whom the piece was written.

Concert Series and Festiadds

Winner: RNCM Manchester International Cello Festiva

Citation: Under the inspirational leadership of its founderRalph Kirshbaum, the 9th RNGIM Manchlessteer
International Cello Festival again created its unige blend of excitement and intensity through a wideanging
programme which brought together the world's finestellists. Students and audiences alike were givem richly
satisfying experience and this festival has been perfect example of the potential for our conservaiies to play a
catalysing role in international music life.

Conductor

Winner: Edward Gardner

Citation: The jury felt that this was a year wherolr young conductors had particularly distinguishedhemselves
through their commitment to music making in the Uk and the winner has certainly proved himself to behe
right man in the right place at the right time. Hdwas produced consistently high musical standards @oss a
wide repertoire, and great nights at the opera! EhAward goes to the Music Director of English Natinal Opera,
Edward Gardner.

Creative Communication
Sponsored by The Guardian

Winner: Classic Britannia. Sixty Years of Britislassical Music (BBC 4)

Citation: Excellent research, an impressive range of interwieees and fascinating archival footage of
performances made theBBRECldgsitBBitaaniasa notable documentary on msic in Britain in the last 60 years.
The jury strongly urges broadcasters to ensure thathe music of our time continues to be documenteddr
television so that comparable footage of today's nsical world is available 60 years from now.

Education
Sponsored by the Musicians Benevolent Fund

Winner: Land Sea Sky Trilogy: WNO Max

Citation: The operatic trilogy Laaakl ,.Seaq,Skiyy coonmmisssooeekb WYWDOWax for perforamce by schoolchildren
and professional musicians, was written for rural \&sh speaking and inner-city English speaking commmities.
With no compromise to the challenge of the operatidorm, the impressive scope of this three-year pregt,
culminating in 2007, brought to young participantsand audiences an unforgettable first experience ofigh
quality opera.

Ensemble
Supported by an Anonymous Donor

Winner: Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment

Citation: For its stunning delivery of a breadth of repertad; indefatigable advocacy of the interpretation ahusic
played on original instruments and pioneering workn education and through a range of media — not tonention
the artistry of its individual members in making ez listening experience uniquely creative, engagingnd thrilling
— the Ensemble Award goes, in its 21 birthday year, to theGDcblessitanod fthieeAgygeod ERteTMeeit.



Instrumentalist
Supported by BBC Music Magazine

Winner: Imogen Cooper

Citation: Imogen Cooper's distinction as one of the most foridable musicians of her time is widely recognised.
But the intellect, musicality and programming sk8gl that she has demonstrated in her music-making ir2007
have, we feel, taken her to new levels. This awarcklebrates her achievements as a deeply thoughtfsloloist, an
inspirational keyboard director and a fastidiouslgccomplished chamber musician.

Honorary Membership of the Royal Philharmonic Sodie
Maestro Abreu’s visit to the UK was supported by thScottish Venezuelan Society

José Antonio Abreu

Citation: The vision and leadership oflésgéAhtbninoAbbeal the Venezuelan economist and nsician, led him, in
1975, to found ‘El Sistema’, an intensive educatioal programme designed to lift children out of povdy and
deprivation by teaching them to play classical musi Thirty years on Venezuela has 60 children's or@stras,
120 youth orchestras and a network of choirs - albf which feed into the now flourishing professionaimusical
life of the country. 250,000 Venezuelan teenagersrad children are currently part of El Sistema: liveare being
transformed, communities empowered and orchestrasuilt for the future. Inspired by ambassadors of thproject
such as the Simén Bolivar Youth Orchestra, which ftiilled audiences in the UK last year, news of Venerla's
programme of social action through music is rapidiyspreading throughout the world - not least to Scdand
where a pilot scheme is being introduced this yeaiin Stirling’s Raploch community. No one person more
completely embodies the Royal Philharmonic Society’ core purpose of ‘creating a future for music’ tha José
Antonio Abreu.

Large-scale Composition
Donated by Anthony Bolton

Winner: Thomas Adés: Tevot

Citation: The award goes to a work which combines a powerfubxpressive directness with the technical mastery
which has consistently been a feature of the compas’s output. The jury responded to a profound antimely
artistic statement. ThomassAddssSssTEsabtrepresents a new milestone imaalready extraordinary career.

Opera and Music Theatre
Supported by the Britten Pears Foundation

Winner: James MacMillan: The Sacrifice (Welsh Natial Opera)

Citation: The award goes toJianess Méamnilldanfor the rich imagination of his jay score. e Sacrifice is a
compelling, savage opera with an enduring power toommunicate and Welsh National Opera’s vivid produon,
conducted by the composer himself, performed to rgmnsive audiences in eight UK cities.

Singer
Donated by Rosenblatt Recitals

Winner: John Tomlinson

Citation: John Tomlinson’s Wotan in the Royal Opera House R Cycle was remarkable for its artistry, its
humanity and its physical and emotional strength. id generosity of spirit inspired both audiences and
colleagues and it is for these qualities that we niee the Singer award to him for an unprecedented thd time.

Young Artists
Donated by Peter Bull

Winner: Gustavo Dudamel

Citation: In a strong field of singers and instrumentalistghe young artist who clearly stood out in 2007 washe
Venezuelan conductor Glustéareo Duddemed] whose dynamic presence and elecfyiing music-making won the
hearts of musicians and audiences alike, in perforamces with orchestras around the UK and especiallyith his
young compatriots of the Simon Bolivar Youth Orchdsa at the BBC Proms.



